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one of the most significant steps in the direction of intellectual
freedom. It may be questioned whether the Law Society in
England or any Government institution would invite either
Bukharin or Radek to lecture on Communism. The teacher in a
Soviet school may not teach capitalist economics or religion.
May the teacher in an English State school, or public school,
teach Communism or atheism ? It is not so very long ago since a
teacher was dismissed from the education service of one of our
industrial towns because, being a Quaker, she refused, on
conscientious grounds, to take part in the Empire Day ceremony.
The closing down of student clubs because the authorities object
to the particular brand of politics of its supporters is not un-
known in English and other universities. The truth is that com-
plete, effective, intellectual freedom is impossible without
economic security for the individual and the State. As long as
there is a section of the community whose economic life is
insecure it will be a potential menace to those whose position is
more or less secure, to those who have wealth and power. The
moment the freedom of the insecure threatens the position of the
secure, that freedom will be curtailed or taken away completely.
It is as well that lovers of freedom should be realists and recognise
the true state of affairs, should realise the ties that bind education
to the economic and political system of a country.
In discussing intellectual freedom, one is frequently asked
about the position of the intelligentsia. At the present time the
intelligentsia in the ILS.S.R. needs neither the pity nor compas-
sion of their colleagues abroad. It is nearly four years since
Stalin, speaking for the Communist Party, called a halt to the
differential treatment, often amounting to persecution, which
was meted out to the former intelligentsia. Since then their
position vies with that of any group in the country. There is no
unemployment among them. There are no starving artists or
actors or musicians or authors. They feel as secure as any other
worker who is working loyally for the country. There is in
Moscow a special club for the old and new intelligentsia, known
as the House of the Scientists, a club for all intellectual workers.